
 STATE OF VERMONT 

 

 HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 

 

In re     ) Fair Hearing No. B-04/13-304  

      ) 

Appeal of     ) 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 Petitioner appeals the determination of the Vermont 

Department for Children and Families (“Department”) that he 

is not eligible for temporary housing because he has been 

granted the maximum benefit allowed under the program – of 84 

nights of motel stays paid for within the prior 12 months. 

The following facts are adduced from documents and testimony 

entered into the record during a hearing held April 25, 2013. 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner applied for temporary housing assistance 

on April 19, 2013.  His application was denied because, upon 

expiration of his most recent grant of housing, he had 

reached the maximum number of nights – 84 - of temporary 

housing allowed over the 12 months prior to his application. 

2. On April 22, Petitioner filed an appeal of his 

denial and requested an expedited fair hearing, which was 

held on April 25. 
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3. At hearing, the Department submitted a record of 

petitioner’s paid motel stays during a period of time 

commencing on December 26, 2012 and ending April 20, 2013.  

During this period, the Department paid for a total of 84 

nights of motel stays for petitioner. 

4. The grants of temporary housing ranged from one 

night at a time to as many as two weeks at a time. 

5. Petitioner does not dispute the Department’s record 

of his motel stays nor that he has reached the 84 night 

threshold.  Rather, his grievance is that his only written 

notification of how many nights he remained eligible for, 

based on the 84 night maximum, came with his final grant of 

temporary housing. 

6. Petitioner also expressed dissatisfaction with the 

number of one-night stays he was granted, based on the cold-

weather exception, which he said hampered his efforts to find 

permanent housing and attend to a medical problem with his 

shoulder. 

7. When petitioner received housing through the cold 

weather exception, he was not otherwise eligible for housing.  

It was because of the cold weather exception that he was 

granted housing.  It was only after providing medical 
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documentation of his shoulder condition that he was given 

longer grants of housing, based on his inability to work.1 

 

ORDER 

 The Department’s decision is affirmed. 

 

REASONS 

 The Department’s temporary housing program provides 

short-term shelter for no more than 84 total days within a 

12-month period looking back from the date of application.  

General Assistance Rule 2652.2.  The Department does not have 

a specific policy requiring notification of how many days of 

housing an applicant remains eligible for at any given time.  

The program operates on an emergent basis to provide 

temporary shelter when there are no other feasible housing 

alternatives for an applicant.  Eligibility is determined 

only on a short-term basis, not for the full number of nights 

an applicant may be eligible for. 

 The Department’s cold weather exception allows for a 

relaxation of eligibility rules when weather conditions meet 

certain criteria.  The determination of whether weather 

conditions meet criteria is made on a day-by-day basis; thus, 

 
1 For example, between March 11 and April 20, 2013, petitioner was granted 

temporary housing three times, each time for approximately a two-week 

period. 
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temporary housing grants under this exception are typically 

made one day at a time. 

There is no dispute that petitioner has reached the 

maximum benefit allowed under the temporary housing program.  

The Department’s denial of his eligibility is firmly grounded 

on a rule that is explicit and unambiguous. While he is 

dissatisfied with how the Department administers the program, 

its administration is not otherwise inconsistent with 

applicable rules and regulations.  Therefore, the Board is 

required to affirm.  3 V.S.A. § 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 

No. 1000.4D. 
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